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h * 1 The Russian Famine 



One Year of Relief Work 

by the FRIENDS OF SOVIET RUSSIA 



Hundreds of thousands of lives have been saved, literally 
snatched from the jaws of death, in the famine districts of 
Soviet Russia during the brief period of one year's exist- 
ence of the Friends of Soviet Russia (F. S. R.). This Amer- 
ican working-class relief organization is the most important 
of the working-class organizations affiliated and cooperating, 
in this work, with the Workers' International Russian 
Famine Relief Committee. t 

The task of organizing a workers* relief committee, on 
as large a scale and as nationally representative of the 
workers of the United States and Canada as is the Friends 
of Soviet Russia, has by no means been a small one. The 
files of the national office of the F. S. R. are filled with let- 
ters from labor bodies, workers' organizations, and indi- 
viduals, attesting the efficiency with which the F. S. R. has 
performed the task of organizing 2,50 branches in the 
United States and Canada and of carrying out the compli- 
cated work of collecting funds and forwarding relief sup- 
plies to the starving population in Soviet Russia. 

THE WORKERS' INTERNATIONAL RUSSIAN FAMINE 
RELIEF COMMITTEE 

The activities and achievements of the F. S. R. are a 
reflection of those of the W. I. R. F. R. C. (Workers' Inter- 
national Russian Famine Relief Committee), of which the 
F. S. R. is_ an integral part and through which the funds 
and collections are directed to fight the famine, and aid in 
building up Soviet Russia. 

The W. I. R. F. R. C. is an association of the chief 
workers' organizations throughout the world for fighting 
the Russian famine and for the extension of such material 
help to the workers and farmers of Soviet Russia as will 
enable them immediately to put their agricultural and in- 
dustrial reconstruction program into action. The slogan of 
the W. J. R. F. R. C. has been "effective relief, relief to 
cure and prevent the famine and hunger evils" — not charity. 

The W. I. R. F. R. C. is four times as large as anv 
other labor organization doing famine relief work in Soviet 
Russia, both in results achieved and funds raised. Up to 
August 1st, the W. I. R. F. R. C. collected about $2,000,000. 
for which have been purchased and dispatched over 55 
consignments of food and supplies to the famine-stricken 
areas. The F. S. R. is credited with almost 60 per cent of 
the tptal collections which fact establishes the American 
working-class relief organization as the chief contributor. 
The W: I. R. F. R. C. is continuously feeding about 225,000 
people. The work is done at six chief points — Kazan, 
Samara, Saratov, Tsaritsin, Orenburg, and Cheliabinsk. 

The W. I, R. F. R. C. has sections in every country to 
which are attached all the active elements of the working 
class and sympathizers of Soviet Russia. The following 
countries_ are represented and like the F.'S.'R"., are actively 
engaged in the work of famine relief: 

America, Argentine, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark, England, France, Germany, 
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Greece, Holland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxemburg, Norway, 
Poland, Roumania, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzer- 
land. 

The headquarters of the W. L R. F. R. C are at Berlin, 
the most convenient point for international meetings, which 
are held periodically to promote the efficient pooling of all 
the available resources of the Committee and to devise 
policies. All the work is administered by an Executive 
Council of five representing the Executive Committee of 
seventeen, composed of one delegate from each important 
country represented. 

The W. I. R. F. R. C. has at present from fifty to sixty 
workers in the famine area drawn from working-class or- 
ganizations all over the world. It has its own kitchens, 
children's homes, distributive and administrative staff which 
affords famine relief to the starving workers^ peasants, 
women and children, free from all political conditions, and 
in close cooperation with the All-Russian Central Famine 
Committee of the Russian Workers' Soviet Republic. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE F. S. R. 

In the United States, the representative organization of 
the W. I. R. F. R. C. is the F. S. R., which was organized 
immediately after the news of the Russian famine reached 
the workers of America, on August 9, 1921. 

The F. S. R. has organized up to date 250 branches, 
which are composed of delegate conferences in as many 
cities in the United States and Canada. It has received the 
endorsements of 38 Central Labor Unions throughout the 
country. These affiliations make the F. S. R. the most 
representative American labor body, co-operating with the 
Soviet Government, through the W. I. R. F. R. C, m the 
fight against the famine and in the revival of agriculture 
and industry in Russia. 

COLLECTIONS AND HOW FUNDS ARE RAISED 

Up to August 1st, the records show a total collection of 
over $730,000 in cash and oyer $400,000 worth of clothing, 
shoes, grain, tools and medicines. This means an average 
of nearly $100,000 monthly collection, which, as a con- 
tribution from .the workers of one land to those of another, 
is a tribute to the efforts of the workers of America collect- 
ing funds for the starving in Russia. 

Up to August 1, 1922, twenty-seven shipments were 
made by the F. S. R. to Soviet Russia. 

To assist locals and workers' organiations in raising 
famine funds and materials, the National Office sends out 
speakers, lecturers, and demonstrators with famine picture 
films. The collections, both national and local, are chiefly 
derived from entertainments, meetings, tag days, house-to- 
house collections, theatricals, bazaars, festivals, flower days, 
raffles, and drives, such as the Christmas Clothing Drive, 
the Roll Call, and the Tool Drive. 

CANADIAN SECTION OF THE F. S. R. 

Early in the organization of the F. S. R., the workers of 
Canada" responded to the appeal from Soviet Russia and 
formed branches for carrying on relief work. Three large 
centers soon joined the national organization of the F. 
S. R., viz., Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver, these having 
affiliated with them branches in many smaller towns. There 
was also a large organization in Winnipeg, which later 
affiliated with the national F. S. R. To-day all working- 
class relief activity in Canada is centralized in the Canadian 
Section of the F. S. R. The Canadian organization is 
deeply rooted in the labor union movement of Canada and 
is doing most efficient, productive work. 

THE LABOR PRESS AND THE F. S. R. 

Volumes of printed matter — publicity of every sort — 
was required to organize and consolidate the numerous 
F. S. R. locals from the Atlantic to the Pacific coasts and 



to depict the horrors of the famine afflicting the Russian 
workers and farmers. The F. S. R. publicity apparatus 
was by far too inadequate to perform this great task. The 
Labor Press of this country and Canada has performed 
incalculable service to the cause of the working class and 
especially to the hungry and starving population in Russia. 
The Labor Press answered the appeal at the very begin- 
ning and since then has steadily carried the news of the 
famine to its millions of readers in a most sympathetic 
manner. Its cooperation has made possible the wonderful 
results achieved by the F. S. R. 

LANGUAGE DIVISIONS AND AFFILIATIONS 

Early in the famine relief campaign, the F. S. R. re- 
ceived thousands of letters from individuals and organiza- 
tions of the foreign nationalities in the United States, 
requesting literature and correspondence in their own lan- 
guages for the purpose of collecting relief funds among 
their own countrymen. Out of these innumerable demands 
the F. S. R. created several language divisions, such as the 
Russian, Hungarian, Lithuanian, and the South-Slavic, all 
of which are now issuing relief appeals in their own lan- 
guages and have national secretaries responsible to the 
national F. S. R. Thousands of workers in industrial cities 
and centers have thus been approached and appealed to and 
kept informed~"abo!<t the necessity of helping the Russian 
workers and peasants in times of famine and great distress. 
Through the medium of the foreign language divisions, a 
bond of sympathy has been created and solidarity enkimlled 
among workers of all nationalities, who would not other- 
wise be reached through the English press. Manv of the 
language branches are affiliated with the local F. S. R. 
branches and send their collected funds through the main 
and not the language division channels. Over $100,000 has 
been collected through the efforts of these language 
divisions. 

WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S DIVISIONS 

Several months ago the F. S. R. organized a Women's 
Division and Children's Famine Scout Clubs, both of which 
departments have been doing exemplary work among the 
working women and workers' children. In three months, 
since the launching cf the Children's Famine Scout Clubs— 
from mid-March to the beginning of August— 1,600 chil- 
dren, workers' and farmers' boys and girls between the 
ages of 8 and 16, have joined the Famine Scouts. There are 
over 115 clubs, ranging in membership from 4 to 40. distrib- 
uted throughout 18 States. There is one Scout Club in 
Canada and one in Samana, Dominican Republic. Through 
their own initiative, the children conceived ways of raising 
funds to feed their hungry little Russian comrades. The 
Famine Scout Division has issued a most interesting pam- 
phlet — the story of the Drought and Blockade, told in 
language simple enough for the smallest child to under- 
stand. The creed of the Famine_Scout is not unworthy of 
the most devoted and class-conscious grown-up worker. It 
is: "I believe in helping the children of workers and farmers 
wherever they may need me. Now the children of Soviet 
Russia need me and I come to their aid." 

The Women's Division has organized branches in 30 
towns and is doing effective work in relief collections* 
assisting the various locals of the F. S. R. The F. S. R- 
continually extends its relief activities in every possible 
direction and leaves no group of people unsolicited for aid 
to the Russian famine sufferers. 

THE ROLL CALL 

The Roll Call has been the biggest thing that the 

• workers of America, through the F. S. R., have thus far 

undertaken in the matter of famine relief for Soviet Russia. 

The Roll Call had as its purpose the registration of all the 

friends of Soviet Russia in the United States and Canada. 



The contributions made and the signatures appended in the 
Roll Call Book attest the international solidarity of the 
workers and those iij sympathy with Soviet Russia, and 
reveal that, though surrounded by prejudice, the signatories 
dared to place the public seal of their trust and hope in the 
World's First Labor- Republic. The Roll Call meant the 
mailing of over 300,000 letters and, judged by the increas- 
ing demand for them, the American working class and the 
sympathetic professional class — all in a body did their 
utmost at the crucial moment in the life of 30,000.000 
human beings in Soviet Russia. Those who signed^ the 
Roll Call will have their names kept in the archives of the 
Soviet Government, as a testimonial of their active sym- 
pathy at an hour of need. 

CLOTHING DRIVE 

During the Christmas season of last year, the F. S. R. 
conducted a national Clothing Drive, which was a huge 
success. The estimated value of the thousands of bundles 
and cases that poured in is over $350,000. New York con- 
tributed more than 4,000 bundles valued at more than 
$50 000; Chicago donated a carload of shoes, 3.000 pair 
overshoes, 22 cases of clothing. Detroit, Cleveland. Cincin- 
nati, Los Angeles, San Francisco. Xewark. Minneapolis. 
Philadelphia, every city and town did its best, sending un- 
expectedly large and heavy clothing contributions. The 
F. S. R. made special arrangements in its warehouse facil- 
ities for this Drive, and the clothing so urgently nei 
the Russians during the hardships of the winter months, 
was promptly dispatched. 

MORE CLOTHING AND SHOES 

The Tailors' Group of the Society for Technical Aid to 
Soviet Russia established a factory in New York City, for 
the purpose of manufacturing: coats, suits, dresses and hats 
from cloth contributed to the Technical Aid Society by 
manufacturers and merchants. All the work was voluntary, 
hundreds of experienced tailors giving all of their spare 
time to make clothing for the unclad in Soviet Russia. 
Likewise the Hat and Cap Makers' Group of this Society 
volunteered its services, and thousands of hats and caps 
were manufactured from cloth contributed for this purpose. 
Thousands of garments have been contributed to the F. 
S. R. by these Groups, the value amounting to over $50,000. 

Similarly, the Shoemakers' Group of the same Society 
established a shoe shop and manufactured shoes from 
leather contributed by wholesale dealers and manufac- 
turers. All the work was done gratis by volunteer shoe 
workers and resulted in the production of thousands of 
pairs of shoes. 

SOCIETY FOR TECHNICAL AID TO SOVIET RUSSIA 

The Society for Technical Aid to Soviet Russia is a 
national organization, having about 70 branches in various 
cities in the United States and Canada. It is engaged in 
sending well-organized and technically equipped industrial 
and agricultural groups to Soviet Russia for the purpose of 
aiding in the work of economic reconstruction. Immediately 
after the organization of the F. S. R. this Society affiliated 
with the F. S. R. and has made substantial contributions to 
relief work. 

THE F.S. R. AGRICULTURAL UNIT 

On May 10, an Agricultural Unit composed of 11 expert 
farmers and agricultural specialists, and equipped with 
$100,000 worth of tractors (20 in number), repair outfits 
and necessary accessories, seed, tents, food supplies for six 
months, was sent by the F. S. R. directly into the heart of 
the famine district of Soviet Russia. The unit is located «near 
Vereschag and is engaged in actual large-scale farming. It 
will he of utmost service in demonstrating and teaching 
modern machine farming to the Russian farmers. 



FIELD ORGANIZERS 

Early in its famine relief appeals, the F. S, R. had as 
many as ten organizers and six lecturers traveling in the 
field and organizing new branches. Many prominent labor 
leaders addressed the workers of America under the 
auspices of the F. S. R. in the interests of the Russian 
famine relief. Wm. Z. Foster, Hulett M. Wells, Edgar T. 
Whitehead, James H. Fischer, P. P. Cosgrove, George 
Hardy, Henry Sara and Floyd Ramp are some of those 
who have been received enthusiastically wherever they 
spoke. At the present time, the national F. S. R. has three 
organizers in the field and three are traveling with lantern 
slides showing pictures of the Russian famine that reveal 
in line and form the horrors that no pen or voice can 
portray. 

LITERATURE AND PUBLICITY 

The literature and supplies issued by the F. S. R. serve 
two purposes: (1) publicity in order that people may be in- 
formed about the extent of the famine and its resultant 
sufferings in Soviet Russia, so that successful relief work 
may be done; (2) funds for relief, since the proceeds from 
the sale of books, pamphlets, pictures and busts, posters 
and buttons, which have been secured either gratis or at 
a very low cost, go directly to famine relief. The F. S. R. 
has the following literature and supplies on hand, which 
may be obtained upon request. 



"The Famine in Pictures and Appeals"— A pamphlet 
of Russia and the famine. 

"An American Report On the Russian Famine"— 
Findings of the Russian Commission of the Near 
East Relief. 

"Ten Days That Shook the World"— John Reed's 
graphic account of the Russian Revolution; ten 
days that made the world sit up and wonder. 

"Through the Russian Revolution"— by Albert Rhys 
Williams. Ten Russian posters in colors, 34 sepia 
photographs, 11 placards — a book of 311 pages, 
said to be "the most striking of all books on 
Russia." 

"Communism and Christianism" — by Bishop William 
Montgomery Brown, who has contributed an edi- 
tion of 1,000 copies for the relief work. 

Busts of Lenin and Trotzky— by Clare Sheridan. Re- 
plicas of the works of this famous sculptress for 
whom both Lenin and Trotzky posed. Donated 
by her to famine relief. 

Famine Picture Postals— Excellent to bring home the 
distress in Russia. 

"Friends of Soviet Russia" buttons. 

"Soviet Russia" — The magazine of information and 
original documents, Official periodical of the 
Friends of Soviet Russia. Issued twice a month. 

Leaflets for free distribution. 

Posters to hang in union halls, windows, everywhere. 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 

In order to centralize the relief work of all its national 
organizations, the W. I. R. F. R. C. holds periodical inter- 
national conferences, to which the F. S. R. sends its rep- 
resentatives. 

The first conference was held last December, at which 
the F. S. R. was not represented, owing to tardy notifica- 
tion. A second conference was held in May, to which the 
F. S, R. _ sent a delegate. On July 9th, a very important 
international conference was held, at which decisions of 
great international significance were reached— particularly 
in regard to the new mode of helping Soviet Russia. 

This personal contact with the leaders of the W. I. R. F. 



R. C. facilitates the American relief work and makes for 
speedier fulfilment of the demands made upon the American 
section, the F. S. R. 

THE TOOL DRIVE 

The struggle against the famine in Russia has entered 
upon a new phase. Food and clothing can only alleviate 
the sufferings engendered by the famine, but they cannot 
exterminate the roots of famine in Soviet Russia. It is ob- 
vious that the famine conditions have undermined the 
vitality of the Russian workers and peasants and have left 
them in a weakened state. The slaughter of the draft ani- 
mals has taken away the chief means of cultivating the soil 
and providing for next year's food. The great, scarcity of 
the most commonplace agricultural and industrial machin- 
ery has made it impossible for the Russian peasant himself 
to fight against the odds of next year's crops. He needs 
modern tractors and farming implements and machinery of 
every kind to give him the necessary start for the rebuild- 
ing of economic life and to raise production in Soviet Russia. 
Russia cannot supply this machinery herself. The industrial 
countries of the world, the working class, must assist her. 

This new phase of the famine situation led the F. S. R. 
to inaugurate a TOOL DRIVE, to which the American 
workers are asked to contribute funds for the purchase of 
tractors and ploughs, machinery and tools, without which 
Soviet Russia will not be able to raise the, crops needed to 
prevent a famine next year. 

THE PRESENT SITUATION IN SOVIET RUSSIA 

All our representatives in Soviet Russia agree that the 
situation is still very serious, and that large areas which had 
quite a good harvest, such as seven districts in the Ukraine, 
are now suffering frightful famine conditions. The famine 
area has widened, due, first, to those areas which had half- 
harvests consuming all their food, and, secondly, to the 
influx of refugees and to transportation troubles. 

Not only our own observers, but all other relief organ- 
izations, agree that the need has not yet lessened. The 
greatest fears have been expressed that the peasants, not 
being provided with food, will not wait for the grain to 
ripen but will harvest it half-ripe in order to cook soups, etc. 
■This will mean another famine next year. 

THE NEED OF THE FUTURE 

The practical experience of our representatives in the 
famine area has led them to the conclusion that active 
organization measures must be combined with rationing and 
famine relief to help the Russian workers rebuild factories 
and farms and raise production in every way. 

These facts make it essential that there be no diminution 
in relief work. Not only must we continue to feed the 
225,000 people under our care, at least until the next harvest 
is gathered, but means also must be provided to extend the 
work. 

CONCESSIONS AND WORKERS' PARTICIPATION 

The new economic policy of the Soviet Government, and 
the fundamental principles underlying the general scheme 
of concessions, arc a recognition that, without an economic 
apparatus for large-scale production, social reconstruction 
is impossible in Russia; that Soviet Russia does not possess 
the material forces necessary for operating and extending 
her present inadequately equipped factories. Whereas Soviet 
Russia offers her natural resources and industries to the 
capitalist concessionaire, it is to the workers of the world 
that she makes her greatest appeal to operate and manage 
her industries. 

ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION 

The beginning has already been made. The Soviet Gov- 
ernment has granted certain industries to be operated by 
the W, I, R, F, R. C, for the reconstruction of industry. 
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This new phase of famine relief work in Soviet Russia — 
the recuperation of the economic and productive forces of 
the workers and peasants — has assumed concrete form, and 
the representatives of the W. I. R. F. R. C. in Russia are 
active in organizing timber works, fisheries, tanneries, and 
many, others of the scores and hundreds of works and 
factories standing idle. 

The W. I. R. F. R. C. has already equipped several 
works and workers with the necessary machinery and tools 
to operate the industries in the famine section. As much as 
•40 per cent of the yield from these operated factories goes 
to the W. I. R. F. R. C. for relief extensions. In addition, 
this undertaking gives employment and food to thousands 
of workers. The W. I .R. F. R. C. has the following under- 
takings at present under its control: 

Soap factory, stamping works and motor car and repair 
shops in Petrograd. Shoe factory and stamping works in 
Moscow; jute and sack factory in Nizhny-Novgorod; 
fisheries in Tsaritsin; leather factories in Orenburg; and a 
number of small undertakings ill Petrograd, Kronstadt, and 
Odessa. 

THE RUSSIAN-AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION 

Another good start was recently made by the Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers of America, to which organiza- 
tion, through its President, Sidney Hillman, _ a large 
concession of nine clothing and textile factories in Petro- 
grad and Moscow has been granted. The A. C. W. A. has 
organized a million-dollar corporation under the name of 
The Russian-American Industrial Corporation. It is the hope 
of the organizers of this corporation that subscriptions to 
its stock will be widely distributed, so as to enable the 
thousands of workers who are interested in the rehabilita- 
tion of economic Russia to purchase stock. This is an 
undertaking worthy of the energetic support of the workers 
of America. 

TRADE WITH RUSSIA— RECOGNITION ESSENTIAL 
The present economic problems of Russia cannot be 
solved by philanthropy or gratuitous gifts, but by economic 
cooperation with the Government of Soviet Russia to the 
end that her enormous resources may once more be avail- 
able to provide for her requirements. For this reason the 
actual sending of food, clothing, machinery and tools, are 
only preliminary to a vigorous campaign to remove the eco- 
nomic blockade of Russia— open trade relations with her 
and extend to her political recognition, long-term credits 
and a workers' loan. The workers of America must, by 
persistent efforts, break the backbone of the small clique of 
permanent enemies of the Soviet Government, who largely 
shape the Russian policy of non-recognition, and clear the 
way for full political and" economic recognition of the Soviet 
Government of Russia. 

» * * * 

CENTRAL LABOR BODY ENDORSEMENTS 

Thousands of local labor unions and other workers' 
organizations are affiliated with the Friends of Soviet Russia 
and send delegates to the Local Conferences, in this way 
actively engaging in the relief work. 

The Central Labor Bodies of Akron, O., Belleville, 111., 
Binghamton, N. Y„ Brockton, Mass., Butte, Mont., Chicago, 
111., Clinton, Ind., Denver, Colo., Detroit, Mich., Duluth, 
Minn., Elyria, O., Everett, Wash., Hartford, Conn., Lorain, 
O., Los Angeles, Cal., Lynn, Mass., Mansfield, O., Minnea- 
polis, Minn., Ogdcn, Utah, Passaic, N. J., Philadelphia, Pa., 
Portland, Ore., Richmond, Va., Rochester, N. Y., Rockford, 
111,, Rock Springs, Wyo., Salt Lake City, Utah, San Diego 
Cal., Seattle, Wash., St. Paul, Minn.', Superior, Wis., Ta- 
coma, Wash., Tcrre Haute, Ind., Trenton, N. J., Washing- 
ton, D. C, Illinois State, Montreal. Can., and Toronto, Can., 
have endorsed the Friends of Soviet Russia. 
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